Serial No.: 09/596,287 
Attorney Docket No.: 10543-014 


Listing of Claims: 



7 Claim 1 (current amended): A vehicle control system for controlling a 
performance characterise of the vehicle comprising: 

a controller couple2L to the vehicle control system, the controller adapted to 
receive a vehicle position \ignal, the controller employing the position signal to 
determine at least one charaoleristic pertinent to the operation of the vehicle control 
system and outputting a control signal, and further adapted to receive a weather signal; 

wherein said weather sigral affects said determination of said characteristic, 
said weather signal received through broadcast radio transmission; [and] 

wherein the vehicle control system receives the control signal and tailors its 
performance in response theretor.1 ; amd 

wherein the controller is operable in a default mode wherein the controller 
outputs a predetermined default controlBignal. 


Claim 2 (original): The vehicle rantrol system of Claim 1, wherein the vehicle 
control system includes an anti-lock bra^e system and said characteristic includes 
wheel skidding. 

Claim 3 (original): The vehicle contr^ system of Claim 1 , wherein the vehicle 
control system includes a traction control syste\i and said characteristic includes wheel 
torque. 


Claim 4 (original): The vehicle control sysijem of Claim 1, wherein the vehicle 
control system includes a stability system and sai^ characteristic includes a rate at 
which the vehicle is being steered. 
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Claim 5 (original): ^he vehicle of Claim 1, wherein the control signal includes 
a road surface type. 

Claim 6 (original): Thfe vehicle control system of Claim 1 , wherein the control 
signal includes a road surface cBpndition. 

Claim 7 (original): The vehicle control system of Claim 1 . wherein the control 
signal includes a vehicle speed sgnal. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 

Claim 9 (original): The ve&icle control system of Claim 1 , wherein the 
controller is operable in a default morae wherein the controller does not output a control 
signal and permits the vehicle controllsystem to operate in an iterative manner. 

Claim 10 (original): The vehicl^control system of Claim 1 , wherein said vehicle 
position signal is received from one or m©re global positioning satellites. 


Claim 1 1 (currently amended);^^^-^vehicle control system of Claim 1 . wherein 
said controller further^adapted to receive e|weather signal, and wherein said weather 
signal affects sajji'determination of said cha^cteristic^ 


Claim 12 (currently amended): A vehicle control system for controlling a 
vehicle comprising: 
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an anti-lock ibrake system for controlling a brake force exerted by a 
brake caliper to limit vehiclaskidding in a predetermined manner; 

a traction con^ol system for controlling acceleration of the vehicle to 
limit wheel slip in a predeterrmined manner; 

a stability system for controlling a yaw rate of the vehicle in a 
predetermined manner; and 

a controller coupled to the anti-lock brake system, the traction control 
system and the stability systerra, the controller adapted to receive a vehicle position 
signal and a weather signal, anS to produce a control signal in response thereto, the 
control signal including a road siMace type; 

wherein the weathel signal is[ indicative of a vehicle operator's manual 
inputs; and] manuallv inputted by I vehicle operator: and 

wherein the anti-locklbrake system, the traction control system and the 
stability system receive the contro\signal and tailor their performance in response 
thereto. 

Claim 13 (original): The vehicle\control system of Claim 12, wherein the control 
signal further includes a road surface condition. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): "^he vehicle control system of Claim 12. 
wherein said vehicle position signal is red^ived from one or more global positioning 
[satalites] satellites . 

Claim 15 (currently amended): "" The Ivehicle control system of Claim 12, 
[wherein said controller furtKer adapted to recenve a weather signal, and] wherein said 
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weather signal affects said determination of said characteristic. 

Claim 16 (currentl^mended): A method for controlling a vehicle having a 
vehicle control system, th^method comprising the steps of: 

providing a controller for receiving a vehicle position signal; 

providing a daybase of various roads, including data on road surface 


type; 


signal: 


determining the Bpad surface tvpe corresponding to the vehicle position 


inputting a weatheftsignal Indicative of a proximate weather condition; 

determining a roadVgurface condition based on the road surface tvpe 
and the proximate weather condMion;f at least one characteristic pertinent to the 
operation of the vehicle control system from the position signal;] 

generating a control sranal based the road surface condition Fat least 
one characteristic pertinent to the operation of the vehicle control system]; and 

enhancing the performanqp of the vehicle control system based on the 
control signal. 

Claim 17 (canceled) 

Claim 18 (canceled) 


Claim 19 (currently amended): The md^hod of Claim 16, [wherein the step of 
detemnining the at least one characteristic pertiiient to the operation of the vehicle 
control system includes] further comprising the stea of determining an actual speed of 
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the vehicle. 


Claim 20 (original): TBe method of Claim 16, wherein the step of generating 
the control signal includes the steps of: 

determining if a pKedetermined condition exists; 

generating the cdjitrol signal if the predetermined condition does not 

exist; and 

otherwise, operatinglin a default mode. 

Claim 21 (original): The method of Claim 16, wherein the predetermined 
condition includes the absence of saiqvehicle position signal. 

Claim 22 (previously added): \ The vehicle control system of claim 1 
wherein said weather signal is manually^nputted by a vehicle operator. 

Claim 23 (canceled) 

Claim 24 (previously added): Th| vehicle control system of claim 12 
wherein the weather signal includes inform|tion from a plurality of sensors coupled 
to the vehicle. 

Claim 25 (previously added): The fl[iethod of claim 16 wherein the step of 
inputting a weather signal includes manually|inputting information indicative of the 
weather. 
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Claim 26 (currentl;Xamended): The method of claim 16 wherein the step of 
inputting a weather sigi^l includes receiving a broadcast radio transmission 
indicative of proximate wearier conditions. 

Claim 27 (previously aaded): The method of claim 16 wherein the step of 
inputting a weather signal incLdes the step of receiving information from a plurality 
of sensors coupled to the vehiqle. 
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